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Egypt and the Suez Canal, the safety of the Persian Gulf, and the supplies of oil from Persia. Large forces were from henceforth to be occupied in the Dardanelles, in Egypt, in Mesopotamia, and eventually in Palestine. Within a few weeks of the outbreak of war an expedition was sent from India to the head of the Persian Gulf, and occupied the mouths of the Tigris and Euphrates. This was the beginning of the Meso-potamian campaign which after many vicissitudes captured Bagdad for the Allies and ended Turkish rule in Arabia.ould do at the beginning of the war to repel the Austrian invasion of Poland, and to maintain their own line in front of Warsaw against German attack. By keeping the German and Austrian armies engaged and exhausting their man-power, Russia was to contribute immensely to the final victory, but the expectation entertained in 1914 that she would play the crushing part of a " steam-roller " was doomed to disappointment.
